ST. MARK CHURCH
Nine Garden Court
Cranston, Rhode Island 02920
401-942-1616

Sponsor Certificate

Name of Person to be Sponsored:

Name of Sponsor:

Address of Sponsor:

Home Parish of Sponsor:

1, , am a believer in the Gospel of Jesus and am trying to live
Sponsor’s Printed Name

a life in fulfillment of that Gospel as taught by the Catholic Church, Through prayer, discussion and example,

I promise to assist the newly baptized/confirmed in his/her own growth in faith to the best of my ability.

I hereby state that I am:

|

i

Eligibility for Sponsorship requires a/l of the following obligations:

| ____abaptized and confirmed Catholic of at least sixteen (16) years of age
|
|

a registered member of Parish

___aweekly participant at Sunday Mass
___Single OR

___Married by a Catholic priest at Church

in on
City, State Date of Marriage

and that the statements I have checked are true.

Sponsor’s Signature Date

DO NOT DETACH. This portion is to be completed ONLY by the Sponsor’s Parish Priest.

This is to certify that , to the best of my knowledge is:

___aregistered member of this parish
___aweekly participant at Sunday Mass
___a Catholic canonically in good standing

and is qualified to act as a sponsor for the Sacrament of Baptism and/or Confirmation.

(Rev.)

Priest’s Signature Required Date

Church:

Address: (Seal)




CANONICAL GUIDELINES FOR THE SELECTION OF A
GODPARENT AND CHRISTIAN WITNESS

The significance of a Godparent at the Sacrament of Baptism requires that the parent(s) consider very
seriously the faith and religious practice of the person proposed for this role The sources for accessing the
qualifications for the role of Godparent are The Code of Canon Law (1983) and The Catechism of the
Catholic Church (1994) promulgated by His Holiness, John-Paul II. Pastors, assistant pastors, pastoral
assistants and directors of religious education should provide an appropriate catechesis in the preparation
programs for the Sacraments of Initiation. The following guidelines are provided to answer the usual
questions that arise when parents or candidates are discerning a person for these roles.

GODPARENT FOR BAPTISM

e The canonical guidelines for selecting a Godparent (patrinus) are found in cann, 872-874. A person
to be baptized needs only one Godparent. If the tradition of having two is desired, the person or their
parent(s) may choose a man and a woman. Two Godparents of the same sex is not permitted.

¢ The mother or the father may not be a Godparent. The role of Godparent is to assist the parent(s) in
the training of the faith. The roles are distinct and not to be mixed.

* A Godparent is a Catholic in good standing, that is, living the Gospel message in their daily personal
lives. They should practice the faith regularly. They are to be at least sixteen years of age, have the
proper aptitude and intention to assume this role, and have received the Sacrament of Confirmation.

e Catholics married outside the Church, or Catholics who choose to cohabitate outside of the
Sacrament of Marriage are not permitted to be Godparents due to their irregular lifestyle.

° Any Catholic who is not living according to the doctrinal and moral teaching of the Church should
not be asked to serve in this important role as Godparent.

CHRISTIAN WITNESS FOR BAPTISM

e Any Catholic, who has abandoned the faith, even if they now are active members in another Christian
Church or community, may not serve as a Godparent or as a Christian Witness. They have separated
themselves from the Church and cannot serve even as a witness.

¢ A Christian Witness is a validly baptized non-Catholic who practices their faith in Christ in a visible
and sincere manner.

Godparent for Confirmation

The Code of Canon Law (1983) uses patrinus for the role of Godparent for Baptism and Confirmation (c.
892-893). Accordingly, the requirements to be a Godparent for Confirmation are exactly the same for the
Sacrament of Baptism. The following guidelines, therefore, are presented for this sacrament:

¢ Parents may not serve as a Godparent for Confirmation. The ideal is that the Godparent at Baptism
also serves this role at the Sacrament of Confirmation. Any Catholic may be named provided they
fulfill all the requirements listed for a Godparent for Baptism.

 Godparents must be at least sixteen years of age, practicing the Catholic faith, and fully initiated in
the Catholic Church.

¢ Non-Catholics, former Catholics, and members of Churches not in union with Rome may not serve as
Godparents for Confirmation. Members of the Orthodox Churches, because of the lack of unity among
the Churches, may not serve as a Godparent for Confirmation. A Christian Witness is never permitted

at the Sacrament of Confirmation.

¢ Pastors and directors of religious education should recommend a Godparent in situations where a
qualified Godparent is needed.

This guideline is effective immediately in the Diocese of Providence. Further questions or concerns should
be presented and discussed with either the Vicar for Canonical Affairs or the Chancellor.




The Expectations of being a Sponsor

The Church takes the role of a Confirmation Sponsor seriously.
The Sponsor is a spiritual parent to the Candidate. The Sponsor "is to take

care that the confirmed person behaves as a true witness of Christ and

that the Candidate i

faithfully fulfills the obligations inherent in this sacrament” (Canon 892). S TS .
Potential Confirmation Sponsors can evaluate themselves in light of what to a.nfletlme NS Sy o s
the Church family expects (and has always expected) for this very Christ’s Church. The relatz'o“s...__ DCOE.
important matter. That is: the Sponsor and the Candidate begins a

lifetime of relationship—of Communion—
with all Catholics in the world, and, of

° 1 1 9
As with Baptism, parents don’t serve as a Sponsor for comrse. Wit God.

Confirmation. The role of Sponsor helps parents in assisting the
training of the faith. While not always possible, the ideal
is that the Godparent at Baptism also serves this role at the Sacrament of Confirmation.

* A Sponsor is a Catholic in good standing—that is, living the Gospel message in their daily personal lives.
They should practice the faith regularly by attending Mass and receiving the Sacrament of Confession.
They are to be at least sixteen years of age, have the proper aptitude and intention to assume this role, and
have received the Sacrament of Confirmation.

* Catholics married outside the Church, or Catholics who choose to cohabitate outside of the Sacrament of
Marriage, cannot serve as a Sponsor.

* Any Catholic who is not living according to the doctrinal and moral teaching of the Church should not be
asked to serve in this important role as Sponsor.

» Non-Catholics, former Catholics, and members of Churches not in union with Rome may not serve as
Godparents for Confirmation. Members of the Orthodox Churches, because of the lack of unity among the

Churches, may not serve as a Sponsor for Confirmation.

* Pastors and directors of religious education can recommend a Sponsor if needed.

Even if a potential Sponsor meets the requirements of canon law, personal considerations might encourage or discourage him

from accepting the invitation. Such considerations include:

®  Whether the potential Sponsor is prepared to fulfill the duties of a Confirmation Sponsor. A Sponsor
becomes a spiritual parent to the Confirmation candidate. The Sponsor is to help guide the candidate in his
or her faith. Sponsorship is a lifetime commitment. A Sponsor should be prepared to pray for the
Candidate regularly—not only prior to Confirmation, but after Confirmation. The Sponsor might also
consider whether she or he is prepared to maintain regular contact with the Candidate. (Someone once
remarked that at the absolute minimum, the Candidate should be on the Sponsor’s Christmas card list!
Christmas catds, birthday cards, and Confirmation anniversary cards, along with phone calls and visits, can be
important elements in susfaining the relationship. Attending Mass together, along with participating in
Church activities such as service projects, are other good ways of maintaining contact.)

®  Whether the potential Sponsor leads a life of faith that he or she would want the confirmand to imitate.
Candidates for Confirmation generally ask a person to Sponsor them because they like and admire that
person. That’s a good start. But in general, does the potential Sponsor lead a life that someone could imitate
and not be led astray? Is the potential Sponsor ready to answer (or find answers to) the questions the
Candidate might have about the faith and about life in general?

®  Whereas a godparent doesn’t "know" the infant to be baptized, Confirmation Sponsorship generally builds

on an existing relationship. This being the case, a potential Sponsor can consider her or his present

relationship with the candidate. Is it strong and healthy? Does it have the potential to continue to grow?

Will the Sponsor be able to guide and correct the Confirmand, helping him to be a true witness to Christ?

At St. Matk’s, Confirmation Sponsors ate expected to help and encourage the Candidate if needed with

their studies and prayer life and attend retreats and other events with the Candidate. Of course, if it’s not

possible to attend such events, a parent or other Sponsor stand-in can take their place.




